A comparison of hospital and home assessment of parenting potential.
Factors influencing parenting were compared when assessments were done: (1) on the hospital postpartum ward and, (2) in the home. Thirteen factors thought to contribute to parenting potential and two items summing the risk for abuse/neglect were assessed. Items evaluating the mother's health and her ability to talk out problems provided more accurate assessment in the hospital; child focused items could be evaluated in either setting; the mother's isolation, and perception of herself were more accurately assessed in the home. Most mothers generated less concern at home. If postpartum assessment raises concerns for future parenting dysfunction, it is imperative to re-evaluate in the home and initiate appropriate referrals.